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1. The Eastern Empire was vast and strong and thus was able to last longer than the Western empire. There are many factors that allowed the Byzantium Empire to last for a thousand years after the Roman Empire fell (Cameron, 2018) For instance, the empire’s capital, Constantipole, which would not be conquered easily, since it was strategically located on a rocky peninsula. The empire had strong weapons known as Greek fire discovered by a man called Kallinikos of Heliopolis. The Byzantines Empire also had strong diplomatic relationships with potential enemies such as Huns, Persians, Slavs, Arabs, Normans, Bulgars and Goths, keeping them at bay. These relations avoided substantial killings and bloodshed despite that that they fought many wars.  The empire had a good combination of leadership and religion. Emperor Constantine combined the power of Christianity and leadership where he was viewed as a demigod and was very active in church affairs. Byzantines Empire also had well organized internal affairs which enabled the maintenance of the large empire. For instance, eunuchs were used as key players in both administration and religious functions.  
2. The belief that Jesus died and resurrected after his crucifixion became a centerpiece of Christian faith and preaching. By Jesus’ death and resurrection, the believers of Jesus were promised that they will also resurrect after their deaths. These preaching thus provided an answer to peoples’ quest on what happens after their deaths. Jesus’ death through crucifixion and resurrection is the main subject matter of Christian preaching. The preaching proclaims that the word has been made flesh. According to Godfrey (1992), Christian preaching helps in transforming people into body of Christ and to worship God. It also nourishes the works of church as well as the works of Christians. That is because the very basic act of worshipping god is to hear the word being preached. The Christianity preaching also does not separate the social behaviors and service to God. The preaching also commands the ethics of the people in their social lives and in service to God (Dodd, n.d).The Christianity teachings emphasized on such virtues such as humility, love, kindness and others. The teachings of Christian teachings had the ability to soften or harden peoples’ hearts.  
3. The San Vitale Ravenna mosaics of Justinian and Theodora and their court present various religious and political values with the byzantine state under Justinian religion. Justinian for instance, is known for amalgamating the spiritual and secular authority and matters in his person. His rule also motivated the restoration of both spiritual and physical restoration in the Roman Empire. The two mosaics show a shared theme of the Eucharistic meal. Both empress and emperor with dignitaries carrying a dish and chalice are believed to represent bread and wine. The depiction of the imperial court in a leading function stresses the loyal political function of the basilica. Both Justinian and Theodora had frequent ecclesiastical undertakings and the church provided convenient and an effective avenue for uniting the imperial court’s power over the diverse subjects and empires. These artifacts can also be considered as international imagery of Christians to instill God’s authority and legitimacy to Christians. Both the emperor and empress depict their monarchical sovereignty in the old Roman Empire as shown by the elegant crowns on their heads. The mosaics also depict the aesthetic values of the Constantinople arts.  They can therefore, be seen as significant windows to the past. 
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